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Together Then 
Together Again 

Helping the Healing To Begin 

 



9 Nov  
  

We started our weekend by going to the Walter Reed Hospital 
and visiting with twelve wounded veterans from Iraq. This was 
emotionally draining, yet extremely rewarding. Our mission was to 
encourage, uplift and assure them that we all are proud of them 
and will not forget their sacrifice. We did not share our 
encounters at various hospitals concerning our wounds, it seemed 
irrelevant to their condition. Phone cards were handed out along 
with other items including an American Flag.  
 
 As their stories were shared, we listened, we prayed, we hurt 
with them. May we never forget what the price of Freedom really is. 

 
10 Nov 
   

The day started at the Marine Corps Memorial as they 
celebrated their birthday. Since most of my time in Nam was 
attached to the 3rd Marine Division, I feel closer to them than with 
any Army unit.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

During our visit in  
2004, we met with  

Col John Ripley, 
A Captain when 

We served together 
In Vietnam in1967 

 

 
 
 

 
                                            Joe -- Me – Ripley – John – Don -- Bruce 

  
11 Nov 
 We began the day by walking my high school buddy Mike Stults down 
the Wall. He had just found his college roommates name on the Wall and 
wished to honor him. 
                          
                                                                                                                                                               Mike                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 



I was honored to be able to speak 
at the Woman’s Memorial at 11:30. 

Attached is a copy of my talk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
                          Some of my men and friends 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A large crowd is always present 
To honor our fallen Brothers          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Moore and the men portrayed 
In “We Were Soldiers: marched down the  
Wall together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
I stood guard over the wreath 

For the Dusters, Quads and 
Searchlights Assocization 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         Our men presenting the wreath 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roger Koopman, another 
High school buddy join 
us for the rest of the 
day. This was his first 
visit to the Wall where 
there are some of his 
men’s names engraved.                                   

 
Ben Webster with Point 
Man Ministries has 
helped myself and many 
other Vets begin to heal. 
 
SSGT Sharon Sinklair 
also works hard to 
help veterans of all 
generations to heal. 

 
 
                                 Roger – Me – Ben – Sharon – Mike 
 
 
 
After 40 years separation, Roger, Mike and Myself were able to share some of 
our needs, hurts, joys and memories of times past. Times as young innocent men 
from the same church youth group in Beloit Wisconsin to times spent in Vietnam as 
Officers. This was a precious time, talking till 3:30am. We each healed a little, 
wept a little, laughed a lot and enjoyed getting reacquainted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



The Etching of a Name, a Friend, A Brother 
 
            Joe        Roger                                                                                                                          Roger   Mike 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                         Mike                     Roger  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 



 
 
Each year I meet new Brothers who 
Served along with me. These are four  
Marines who were at the same place,  
same time and fought Side by side with   
me in ’67-’68 near the DMZ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Mike Calucci  who trained 
With me in  D - 4/60 and went to Nam 
On the Boat with me. 37 years between 
Our meeting again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Charlie McDuffey–Cal Murphy–Don Wolfe 
 
                    
                  Cal etches the names of his buddies during his first visit to the Wall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  


